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BIO  

Born in Hungary, Nicolás Muller settled in Spain in 1947, after a long road marked by World War II, 

which led him to travel France, Portugal and Morocco. Member of a dazzling generation of Hungarian 

photographers, composed of Robert Capa, Cornell Capa, François Kollar or André Kertész, Muller links 

with the best documentary photography between wars. Although his work belongs to this type of 

photography, in his case it has a much more humanist character, focused on the strength of everyday 

life, and marked by a deep respect for the human being in all its vital manifestations. 

 

In Spain, where there was a flat photographic panorama, marked by the absence and silence of great 

masters, the irruption of Nicolás Muller's work was an access to modernity. In 1944 he exhibited for the 

first time in Madrid, at the Palace Hotel. The magazine Revista de Occidente, by the hand of his friend 

Fernando Vela, invites him again to a show in Madrid, and decides to settle permanently in Spain, 

opening his first studio at Paseo de la Castellana. His traveling concern makes him particularly aware 

of the Spanish landscape and, as a result of these experiences, are his seven photography books on 

Spain: España Clara, with texts by Azorín; Catalonia, with an essay by Dionisio Ridruejo; País Vasco, 

with texts by Julio Caro Baroja; Andalucía, with Fernando Quiñones; Baleares, with writings by Lorenzo 

de Villalonga; Cantabria, with Manuel Arce, and Canarias, with F. C. Sáinz de Robles. 

 

In 1951, he moved his studio to Serrano Street and he developed there, between the 50s and 60s, all 

his creativity, making his personal portrait gallery. All the intellectuals of the time went through his study, 

and Muller, from a static figure, captured the most characteristic features of the portrayed, combining 

for this purpose the greatest number of aspects of the model's personality. In 1980, Nicolás Muller 

hangs the camera permanently, and retires to the small Asturian town of Andrín, where he wished and 

managed to spend the last years of his life. 


