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José Ortiz Echagüe (Guadalajara, 1886 - Madrid, 1980) stands out in the Spanish artistic scene as a 

pioneer in the techniques of pigmentation of photography and, above all, for putting these techniques, 

characteristic of pictorialist photography, at the service of ethnography. This happens at a time when, 

with the crisis of '98, the aim is reconstructing the concept of nation from politics and thought, looking 

at history and tradition. His works, published mainly as photo albums since the thirties -Spain, types 

and costumes (1933); Spain, towns and landscapes (1939); Mystical Spain (1943); Spain, castles and 

fortresses (1956) -, make up the most important documentary corpus on a living historical legacy such 

as clothing, religious acts (weddings, burials, Holy Week) and traditional crafts. 

The photographic technique that characterizes the author is the Fresson method. The set of his 

photographs offers the image of a timeless Spain, where the characters dressed for work or party, North 

Africans, landscapes or ruined castles are identified with the value of the perennial. Technique and style 

contribute to this: by the sharp light contrasts, which turn the characters into sculptures. It is evident in 

his numerous portraits of types, especially in the series of monks, where the use of iconographies and 

compositions from the Baroque is warned, as is the case of White Monk, novice of the Cister (1945) 

and Monk Cartujo (1945c) , which have their model in the size of San Bruno (1635c) by Manuel Pereira 

and in the painting by Francisco de Zurbarán. 

The photographs of Echagüe cover the entire Peninsula and North Africa, systematizing the 

peculiarities and differences of the nation from their clothes (especially those of women, for offering 

greater wealth and variety) and their landscapes. 

Most of his work is gathered at the Universidad de Navarra, which collects approximately 1,000 original 

compositions made according to the Fresson method, as well as more than 20,000 negatives. The 

Museo del Traje, under the Ethnological Heritage Research Center, has a good collection of 

photographs of the series of Types and Costumes, acquired in 1933. 


